JESUS WANTS ME AT HIS PARTY
A PRESCHOOL LESSON BASED ON MATTHEW 22:1-14

Opening Activities:

1. Beforehand, gather a variety of “dress up” material. Ideas include: dresses, shoes,
dress shoes, ties, hats, suit coats, skirts, etc. Let the kids look through the dress up
items and try some on for fun. Take lots of pictures! Have all the kids choose their
favorite outfit to wear for the rest of the lesson. Say: Today we are going to talk about
a special party that we are all invited to — but we can’t get into this party unless we
are wearing the right clothes!

2. Play a game sort of like Duck, duck, goose. Have all the kids sit in a circle. Walk
around the circle, tapping each kid on the head. Choose kids to be “it”, but with this
change — when you tap that kid on the head, say, “You are invited!”, he then has to run
to the other end of the room where another adult is waiting with a party hat that he
should put on before sitting down. Keep the game going quickly, so that soon every kid
is “invited”, has a party hat on, and is sitting in the area ready for the lesson.

The Lesson:

Welcome all the kids to your special party. Make sure each kid has a “party hat” on and
is sitting nicely, ready for the lesson.

Say: It is so good to have you all here today for our special party! You were all invited
to come - and you all put on your party hats and outfits! You look great and you are
dressed exactly how you should be for this special party!

Guess what? One day, Jesus told a story about a special party that we are ALL invited
to! That party is in heaven! That party will be better than any party we’ve ever been
to here!

(Blow on a party favor or throw some confetti in the air)

Jesus has invited EVERYONE to come to this special party! He wants it to be filled up
with people who love Him!



But not everyone wants to come to this party. Some people make up excuses for why
they can’t come. They say things like, “I have to do something else,” or, “l don’t want
to come now.”

(Cross your arms and turn your back to the kids, looking like you are mad and don’t
want to come)

Some people don’t even care that Jesus has invited them to his party. They don’t pay
any attention to him, they rip up their invitations, and they even hurt the people who
tell them about the party!

(Pick up a party hat, rip it up, throw it on the floor and stomp on it)

But Jesus really wants people to come to this party! He wants people to be with him
in heaven forever! So, he continues to invite people!

However, the only way you can stay at this party is if you are wearing the right
clothes! Do you know what the right clothes are?

(Hold up different samples of clothes and say, “Is it this?” “Do you think it’s this shirt?”
“Will this hat get you in?” After each one, say, “No . .. this won’t get you into the

party!”)

It’s not really clothes at all - it’s a relationship with Jesus! You have to love Jesus and
follow Jesus! If you love Jesus and follow Him, you will be able to stay at this party!

(Hold up a cross)

You see, Jesus died on the cross so that YOU could be at this party! He was punished
for all the bad things you did, and all the bad things you will ever do, so that YOU can
be forgiven of your sins and live with Jesus forever in heaven. If you follow Jesus, you
will be at this wonderful, fabulous party in heaven! That’s worth celebrating! Let’s
celebrate now!

(Give the kids noisemakers — such as party favors or instruments and let them make a
bunch of noise. Play an upbeat Christian song and let them play their instruments along
with it, celebrating the fact that they are invited to this party in heaven!)



Additional Activities:

1. Eat a “party” cake (or cupcakes). For more fun (and mess) have cupcakes already
prepared but not decorated and let the kids frost the cupcakes and then put sprinkles
on to decorate them. Talk about how you are “dressing up the cupcakes” by putting on
something that makes them taste even better. When we put on Jesus, we “taste
better”, too, and we are ready for the party!

2. Give the kids party hats and markers and let them decorate the party hats with
pictures that remind them of Jesus! Even more fun — make your own party hat! Find
instructions (and a free template) here: https://craftulate.com/diy-party-hat-for-kids/

3. Make “party invitations”, inviting others to the party with Jesus! Talk to the kids
about telling their friends about Jesus and then give them some paper or blank cards
and let them create their own “invitation” — inviting them to give their lives to Jesus!
(Or inviting them to church). You might choose to write some of the words ahead of
time and let them simply decorate it. For example, you might choose to write, “You are
invited to come to church with me”. Be sure to include important info about when and
where church meets. Then let the kids decorate the cards with whatever craft supplies
you give them and encourage them to hand their cards out to someone this week.

4. Beforehand, write the words, “Jesus wants me at his party” across a piece of paper.
Then have the kids draw themselves on that paper . .. or take pictures of them in their
“dress up” clothes from earlier and put that picture on the paper. For even more fun,
use this as a bulletin board idea! Write (or cut out large letters) the words, “Jesus wants
me at his party” and put that across the bulletin board. Take individual pictures of each
of the kids in their “dress up” clothes and attach those pictures to the bulletin board
under the words. Add some party favors and other party decorations to the bulletin
board. Use this as a teaching opportunity each time the kids come in for class. Read the
top of the bulletin board, mention each child by name and say, “Jesus wants you at his
party — but you must accept his invitation and follow Him to be at the party in
heaven!”


https://craftulate.com/diy-party-hat-for-kids/

