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Family Bible Time Week 8

Topic: Thanksgiving
Theme: The first Thanksgiving in the United States was a celebration by the Pilgrims thanking God
for all the ways He had blessed them. As Christians, we need to have a constant attitude of
thanksgiving . . . not only on Thanksgiving Day, but all year long!

Begin by watching the following video together about the first Thanksgiving.

<iframe width="420" height="315" src="//www.youtube.com/embed/faUYJ9fMiGg" frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen></iframe>

Then read the following Scriptures together.

Scriptures:

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
Psalm 100

<iframe width="420" height="315" src="//www.youtube.com/embed/3ixtM-mTJj4" frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen></iframe>

Discussion Questions:

What do you think was hardest for the Pilgrims that first year?
What are some of the things they may have thanked God for?
How often are you supposed to be thankful?

What are some things that you have to be thankful for?

What are some ways that you can express your thanks to God?
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Activities: (choose from this list, or come up with one of your own. Do as few or as
many as you want.)

B Make gratitude placemats for every member of your family. Here are some ideas to get you
started:

http://www.mamashappyhive.com/5-crafting-gratitude-turkey-placemats/

B Make a thankful turkey box. Keep it in a prominent place so that family members can add to it
all month. Here is a link to the instructions for this craft:


http://www.mamashappyhive.com/5-crafting-gratitude-turkey-placemats/
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http://www.iheartcraftythings.com/2012/11/thankful-turkey-box-tutorial.html

B Make handprint cloth napkins for each member of your family. Here is a link to instructions:
http://www.iheartartsncrafts.com/easy-handprint-thanksgiving-napkin-kids-craft/

B Make thumbprint turkey prayer cards. Here is the link:

http://funhandprintartblog.com/2010/11/thumbprint-turkey-prayer-cards.html

B Sing a few “Thank you” songs together. Here are a couple you could use:

<iframe width="420" height="315" src="//www.youtube.com/embed/H_bfSH-Jx14" frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen></iframe>

<iframe width="420" height="315" src="//www.youtube.com/embed/V{5ZB2SlljY" frameborder="0"
allowfullscreen></iframe>

Prayer Time:

Make a thanksgiving tree. Cut a large tree trunk out of brown paper and tape it to the wall. Make sure
there are branches coming out of it. Then, give each person a pre-cut leaf (make several of these ahead
of time in a variety of fall colors) (or have them do their handprint). Have everyone draw or write one
thing they are thankful for on each leaf. They can do as many as they want. Then tape the leaves on
the tree (or on the “ground” in front of the tree) to make a fall scene. Turn this into a prayer time by
having everyone say what they are thankful for out loud as a prayer before hanging it on the tree.

Note: Keep extra leaves nearby so that family members can add things they are thankful for
throughout the week.

Outreach Ideas:

Serving as a family can be a powerful experience. Choose an activity to serve together this week as a
practical way to live out your faith. Examples include the following:

Buy and deliver a Thanksgiving meal to a family in need.

Invite someone who is lonely to be part of your Thanksgiving day celebrations.
Volunteer to serve a meal at a homeless shelter.

Make turkey cookies and deliver them to your neighbors.
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